
Quilpie
Population 620.

A stay in Quilpie can be as busy or as relaxing 
as you want it to be. Picnic at the lake, fish 
at the river or swim a few lazy laps of the 
pool. When you are ready for action, spend 
the day fossicking for opals, climb Baldy Top 
lookout to admire the sunset or go four-
wheel driving.
Listen for names such as Tully, Durack and 
Costello, who were among the first settlers. 
Hear of struggles with flood, drought and the 
hardship of isolation from the people who 
experienced it.

Visit the literal end of the railway line, the 
opal altar at St Finbarr’s Church and the 
Powerhouse Museum.

Points of Interest
Outback art in Quilpie has taken off faster 
than the talented artists can keep up with 
it. Admire the murals and sculptures in 
the main street and then visit the galleries 
of other talented artists.  The Quilpie Art 
Gallery at the Visitor Information Centre has 
a new exhibition every month and showcases 
local talent as well as artists from all over the 
country.
Take a stroll along the River Walk on the 
shady banks of the Bulloo River. Interpretive 
signs are positioned along the way to tell you 
about the variety of trees and this is an ideal 
spot for bird watching.
Discover the excitement of uncovering your 
own opal by taking a fossicking tour to one 
of the mines. At the Opal Shop in town, you 
can purchase a very special souvenir or gift 
to take home.
Annual events include the Kangaranga Do 
street party, Rodeo and Gymkhana, Races, 
Polocrosse and the Quilpie & District Show. 
Contact the Quilpie Visitor Information 
Centre for a list of events that may coincide 
with your visit to the area.
You may come to Quilpie to admire the 
exquisite boulder opal in its hometown but 

there is so much more to do and see, so allow 
yourself plenty of time to take in the Quilpie 
Outback adventure.

Eromanga
Population 80.

Eromanga is famous on two counts. The first 
is for being the furthest town from the ocean 
in Australia. The second is for producing 
around 1.5 million barrels of oil per year.
The Old Royal Hotel, built in 1885, is one of the 
original buildings and was once a Cobb & Co. 
Staging Post. The rustic outdoor machinery 
museum will soon be complemented by an 
indoor historical museum. The new museum 

is next to a covered playground and park 
with a stunning mining memorial, inlaid with 
opal. You are welcome to the community 
barbecue held every Saturday night. Annual 
events include the Easter Eromanga Rodeo & 
Gymkhana.

Points of Interest
The Old Royal Hotel; Cobb & Co. Staging 
Post; Outdoor Machinery Museum; 
Historical Museum.

Toompine
Population 4.

Cobb & Co. once serviced this town with 
its regular coach schedules. All that remains 
today of those early pioneering days is the 
Toompine Hotel (circa 1893). As with any 
of the Outback pubs, apart from enjoying 
a drink, stay a while and soak in the stories 
of another era. Accommodation, meals and 
public phone are available at the Toompine 
Hotel.
Ask for directions to the Toompine cemetery 
just a kilometre away and find out why it is 
called a ‘cemery’ (not cemetery).
Try your luck fossicking at Duck Creek Opal 
Mine or Sheep Creek Station Opal Mine 
– fossicking licence required. Annual events 
include the Easter Sunday Toompine Clay 
Pigeon Shoot and the Toompine Gymkhana.

Points of Interest
Toompine Hotel; Toompine cemetery; Duck 
Creek Opal Mine; Sheep Creek Station 
Opal Mine.

Adavale
Population 12.

Once a thriving town and business centre, 
Adavale’s population has dwindled to around 
12 today.  Changing the planned railway line 
from Adavale to what is now Quilpie, was 
the beginning of the end for this pioneering 
town’s prosperity.  Graves dating from the 
early 1800s are a testament to the harsh 
lifestyle and daily struggle of the early 
settlers. 
The locals have done a marvellous job 
celebrating their history, culture and dry 
Outback humour. A mini museum, in the old 
butcher house, displays local relics from over 
a century ago. 
Annual events include the fishing carnival 
and the Bull Ride and Gymkhana. 

Points of Interest
Mini Museum; Fishing Carnival; Bull Ride 
and Gymkhana

Cheepie
Population 2.

This tiny town is located 74 kilometres east 
of Quilpie and was first surveyed in 1914 
when the railway extended to Cheepie.  
At its peak, Cheepie had a police station, 
blacksmith, railway station, tent boarding 
houses, butcher shop, bakery and two 
organic vegetable gardens. Today, Cheepie 
has a grand population of two!

Points of Interest
Meet the locals!

For more information:
Visitor Information Centre
Brolga Street, Quilpie 
Phone: (07) 4656 2166
Fax: (07) 4656 1016
Email: information@quilpieshire.com.au
Web: www.quilpie.qld.gov.au22
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Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us
Quilpie Visitor Information Centre

Brolga Street, Quilpie Q 4480
Tel (07) 4656 2166    Fax (07) 4656 1016

information@quilpieshire.com.au
www.quilpie.qld.gov.au

Colac Station Ray Station    Tully-Durack 1874
A unique Australian story
• One  & two day stopovers are our speciality
• Lateral thinking, informative tours, peppered

with anecdotes that will have you laughing
• Individually themed accommodation for 42
“Brilliantly presented & explained displays &
superbly creative setting. Full marks”.
Journalist Courier Mail.
For a coach brochure Ph (07) 4656 4737
You must book now for 2006 Year of the Outback

Outback Stay

• Self-contained Cottage
• Queen bedroom in homestead with ensuite
• Fully catered or self-contained
• Tours available

www.colacstation.com.au
Duncan and Anna Watts
Ph (07) 4656 1333

Channel Country Caravan Park
Welcome to the famous Kings in Grass Castles Country.  Stay a while
and learn more about these unique pioneers…

21 Chipu St, Quilpie  Ph (07) 4656 2087  www.channelpark.bizhosting.com

• Grassy, roomy sites
• Ensuite cabins
• Camp kitchen

• Fossicking area
• Peaceful, attractive surrounds
• Budget rooms

• Luxury ground floor units
• Licensed dining room
• Off road undercover parking
• Landscaped gardens & BBQ’s
Your hosts: Alistair & Raelene Blackall
PO Box 213, Quilpie  Qld  4480    Ph (07) 4656 1277    Fax (07) 4656 1231

• Airconditioned
• Direct dial telephones
• Opposite bowling club
• All major credit cards accepted

You may come to Quilpie just to admire the
exquisite boulder opal in its home town but there
is so much more to do and see... so allow yourself
plenty of time to take in the Quilpie outback
adventure.

Just because you are in the outback, you don’t
have to rough it.  There are a variety of comfortable
accommodation options – stay in town or out on
a station.  Either way you’ll enjoy your stay in
Quilpie.

Quilpie Motor InnExperience real outback hospitality and
home style cooking at the:


